
A-Level Music 

Entry Requirements:   

• Route 1: GCSE grade 6 in Music 

• Route 2: To have passed both Grade 5 Theory AND Grade 5 in an instrument/voice.  

Exam Board:   AQA         

Subject Leader: Mrs G Threlfall gthrelfall@taptonschool.co.uk 

 

Overview 
The Music course is designed to encourage students to study all styles and genres of music through 

developing the skills of performing, composing and appraising. 

Tapton music department is a vibrant, busy and exciting place to immerse yourself in the subject and gain 

expert tuition, whilst mixing with like-minded people. Our lessons are taught in fun, engaging and 

practical ways, and we challenge our pupils to achieve at the highest level. We offer a thorough traditional 

grounding in music theory and compositional techniques and believe in preparing our pupils for the 

advanced skills required to study music in further education. We are passionate about music - come and 

join us! 

Specification 
The AQA specification has three components: 

• Component 1: Appraising Music (40%) - An exam comprising of three sections: listening (56 marks); 
analysis (34 marks); essay (30 marks). At Tapton we focus on the following areas of study: Baroque 
Solo Concerto, Romantic Piano Music, Music for Theatre, and 20th Century Art Music. 

• Component 2: Performance (35%) - Solo and/or ensemble performing on an instrument, voice or 
through the use of music technology. Pupils record a total of 10-12 minutes’ worth of music. 

• Component 3: Composition (25%) - Pupils complete 2 compositions. Composition 1 is a 
composition to a brief and at Tapton we explore advanced harmonic techniques through the study 
of Bach Chorales, and composition 2 is a free composition.  

Why study music at Tapton?  

Music is part of the fabric of the school and we have hundreds of musicians having lessons and taking part 

in our weekly ensembles. We have proven exam success, and we work hard to deliver a rigorous learning 

experience and ensure all pupils achieve their best. We run a number of trips throughout the course, we 

have a large number of extra-curricular ensembles you can join, and we have an extensive concert 

programme with a wide range of opportunities for you to be involved. Our students regularly progress to 

studying music at top conservatoires and universities. 

Method of Assessment 

• Throughout the course students will take part in peer and self-assessment in order to familiarise 

themselves with the assessment objectives. 

 

 

• Staff review work with students on a one-to-one basis regularly, giving support, feedback, and set 

targets for improvement and progression.   

• All units are externally assessed at the end of the course. 

 

Qualities Required 

You are passionate about music, enthusiastic, open-minded and willing to learn new skills. You are 

inquisitive and enjoy listening to and playing music from all eras and genres. You enjoy working as part of 
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a group but can work independently. You are self-motivated, determined and will work hard to ensure 

you succeed. You understand the need for resilience and have high aspirations. 

Links with other subjects 

Music involves many transferable skills, not least problem solving, communicating complex ideas and 

concepts, discipline and self-motivation, teamwork, developing and realising creative audio ideas. 

Career Prospects 

Each year we have pupils going on to study music in higher education, many at top universities and 

conservatoires. Music is a language and the skills you learn through studying music are also relevant to all 

careers. Universities value and recognise that musical training has huge benefits for achieving success in 

other subjects too. Music offers many areas of employment and is continually growing and changing, from 

performing, sound production, teaching, musical theatre, music in advertising and composing for film, TV 

and game, as well as arranging. 

Extension and Enrichment Opportunities 

Performing within one of our many high-quality ensembles, such as Senior Orchestra, Jazz Band, Brass 

Band, Wind Band, String Groups, Staff/Student Choir, or engaging in accompanying opportunities. There 

are also other enrichment opportunities, such as performing in musical productions, either as an actor, 

singer, or as part of the band/orchestra.  

Follow the sound – come and be part of the rich musical heritage that is Tapton Music! If you have any 

queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at gthrelfall@taptonschool.co.uk 

Reading List 

Advanced Harmony, Melody & Composition Paperback – 1986 by Paul Sturman Sturman/dp/0582354412 
Grout, D. J., Burkholder, J. P., & Palisca C. V. (2014).  
 
A History of Western Music New York: Harmony in Practice (this is a great exercise book for you to work 
through). Butterworth/dp/1854728334  
 
Levitin, D. J. (2006) This is Your Brain on Music: The Science of a Human Obsession. New York:N.Y.,Dutton 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/This-Your-Brain-Music-Understanding/dp/1843547163 
  
 
 
Ross, A. (2009) The Rest is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century. https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rest-
Noise-Listening-Twentieth-Century/dp/1841154768 Rink, J. (2002) Musical Performance: A Guide to 
Understanding. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press https://www.amazon.co.uk/Musical-
Performance-Understanding-John-Rink/dp/0521788625  
 
Rink, J. (2002) Musical Performance: A Guide to Understanding. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press  
 
Rink, J. (2008) The Practice of Performance: Studies in Musical Interpretation. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Grout, D. J., Burkholder, J. P., & Palisca C. V. (2014) A History of Western Music. New York: Norton. 
 

Independent Study 

 

• Listen to / watch the following musicals:  

Oklahoma 

Carousel 

Into The Woods 
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Sweeny Todd 

Last Five Years 

Parade 

Threepenny Opera 

Les Misérables 

Miss Saigon 

(or anything by Rodgers , Sondheim, Kurt Weill, Schoenberg, Jason Robert Brown) 

 

• Keep on top of practicing your instrument and have a go at another composition for fun (you can’t 

practice this enough). You can download Sibelius First or Musescore for free 

 

 

 

 

 


