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Why Oxbridge?




Key Differences
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Teaching at Oxbridge



Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic, Archaeology Architecture
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Chemical Engineering

and Biotechnology Classics Computer Science Economics
Education Engineering English Foundation Year in Arts,

Humanities and Social Sciences Geography History History
and Modern Languages History and Politics History of Art
Human, Social, and Political Sciences Land Economy Law

Linguistics Mathematics Medicine Modern and Medieval
Languages Music Natural Sciences Philosophy



Supervision/Tutorial System
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Collegiate Structure



Colleges

31 colleges in Cambridge

29 undergraduate colleges

2 female-only (Newnham & Murray Edwards)
80 — 200 students per year
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Emmanuel College Fitzwilliam King’s College
Cambridge College Cambridge
Cambridge

St John’s College
Cambridge
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But who do I apply to?

Your choices

a Your confirmed place

University of Oxford oss Congratulations! Your place at
Mathematics University-of Qxford to study
Mathematics is confirmed.
Campus: |

Start date:

Start from: Year O

(Unconditional offer (firmly accepted))

View

Campus Code = College




Choosing a College
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Cambridge Culture









The Application Process



1 Choose course
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Admissions Tests

*Some courses require
Pre-registered tests (Cambridge ): you to sit a

College-registered

TMUA assessment, but this will
ESAT be administered

- LNAT internally

- UCAT

(Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology, Computer Science, Economics,
Engineering, Law, Medicine, Natural Sciences, Veterinary Medicine)




Admissions Tests

Pre-registered tests (Oxford ):

- AHCAAT - PAT

- BMSAT - PhilAT
- CAT - TSA

- MAT - LNAT

- MLAT - UCAT

(Archaeology, Biomedical Sciences, Classics, Mathematics, Modern

Languages, Physics, Philosophy, Economics, Psychology, Human Sciences,
PPL, Law, Medicine)



Personal Statements
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New Structure

Q1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

Q2: How have your qualifications and studies helped you to
prepare for this course or subject?

Q3: What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and
why are these experiences useful?



To quote UCAS...

“Students shouldn't agonise over which
section to include information in; the
Important thing Is that it's included as the
statement will be reviewed as a whole.”



Top Tips
PLANNING IS KEY

&

* Make a plan and check the basics

USE YOUR OWN WORDS

* Don't strain to be distinctive

CENTER YOUR INTERESTS

* Focus on your own interests, which bits of your

subject do you particularly like?

SHOW, DON’T TELL

* Show us, don’t just tell us - this is what your

super-curriculars do!



DEMONSTRATING YOUR
ENTHUSIASM MOTIVATION AND
COMMITMENT

_CURRICULAR (
* Academic books, journals and articles ”“Z(Mé SUPER-
* Lectures, podcasts and documentaries
* Museums and exhibitions

* Academic competitions

* Clubs, societies and work experience
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Example 1: Medicine

“Visiting the Cambridge Cancer Research labs confirmed that | wanted to study
Medicine. This conviction was reinforced during my one-week placement at
Peterborough City Hospital where | shadowed the multidisciplinary team on a
respiratory ward, including a junior doctor. Observing the junior doctor calmly
handle a frustrated patient helped me appreciate that empathy Is key, as she
managed to reach an outcome that both doctor and patient were satisfied with.
| not only witnessed first-hand some of the obstacles that the NHS face dally,
such as intense bed shortages and long hours, but also the joys and rewards
that accompany their work.”



Example 2: English

‘| relish challenge when studying, so this summer | familiarised myself with Middle
English by reading Chaucer and pre-16th century poetry, as well as a variety of
prose, Including Ann Radcliffe's The Mysteries of Udolpho. This novel was
Intriguing due to its complex layers of meaning, shifting the reader's perception
continually until the denouement. Gothic literature such as this especially
enchants me due to its exploration of the repressed aspects of the human psyche
- what's thrilling i1s how the genre Is an extension of Romanticism, yet lying at its
core is terror and despair. This is compelling because It reflects how the Gothic
concepts of both love and death, such opposing phenomena, are intrinsically
related.”




Example 3: Physics

‘Reading ‘Quantum’ by Jim Al-Khalili introduced me to the strange phenomena we observe
whilst studying elementary particles. | am especially interested in quantum entanglement
and how it seems to violate a key principle displayed in Einstein’s theory of special relativity.
The author’s ability to explain concepts like non-locality and decoherence, these theories
describing behaviour | cannot observe, using clear reasoning with mathematical origins is
inspiring. | am reassured of the integrity of probabilistic physics by the symmetry and
empiricism of the Standard Model.

To supplement my reading, | completed a FutureLearn course concerning ‘The Discovery of
the Higgs Boson’. This course provided me with an intellectual challenge and an introduction
to QED, QCD and the importance of the Higgs Field. This course was intensive and left me
with lots of burning questions so to consolidate my learning, | contacted a professor
researching flavour physics and CP violation.”



The Cambridge
Interview



What Do We Take Into Account?

Academic
Achievement

We use all the informationwe
have gathered about you to
make a balanced and highly
informed decision about
whether to offer you a place.

We always have far more
talented candidates than
places available. Interviews
form one part of the selection
process.

Interviews

Personal
Statement

Teacher’s
Reference



Arts & Humanities

s a
“What can these
( two paintings of
“If two objects look identical, is it important (to g N;i - Diana & Venus tell
archaeologists or to people at the time) whether they f“ : . usabout attitudes
came from the same or different places?” sl o — AL towards the

y - Classical world
during the Italian

“What happens to the meaning of a text, if anything, Renaissance?”

when we translate it into another language?”

“Are ‘legal’ and ‘right’ the same
thing?”

“What does this text tell us about the
person who wrote it/the society it was
written for?”

“Why do we study the
past?”



Social Sciences

EU Referendum results

\li:::rss1i.goiacr] e “To what extent is the path to
e AR “What does this chart criminality solely down to the
Show?” moral failings of an
individual?”
| il _ “What factors might lead to
Never = S | educational inequality?”
mind
Bl’exit, ' “To what extent do we really
who won , — live in a postcolonial world?”

“Do you think Western
Democracy has failed?”

Legs-it!

W Drematic | W Dolingout |l (Ps ordered
drivetocut | of painkiliers | to crack down on

L e mated 1o bostrampd bt ot “What does this front page tell us
e about sexism in modern British
politics?”




Physical & Mathematical
Sciences...........

. momentum of the helicopter as
Find the value of it takes off?”

I.  Simplif

COS“(Z-‘ 3’ ) - sin“)(24 +39)= ?

“Sketch the following “You’re on the beach and

function...” someone in the water needs
saving. What would be the
fastest route to getting to
them?”



Understanding
Decision Outcomes



T e

Pool Offer Rejection
» A different * Oxbridge is
College from highly
the one competitive
you've
applied to
has given
you an offer
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il Ermmanuel College Cambridge

EMMpower Residential

, Oxbridge Application Summer Programme
for Link Arga schools In Shmid 8.ESSE
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Thank you

for listening
Email Us: outreach@emma.cam.ac.uk

Follow us:
@emmanuelcollegeoutreach
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